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A  g o o d  s t o r y  c a n  n ev e r  
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T h e  i d e a  b e h i n d  u s i n g  t ex t i l e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  f r i c t i o n  o n  s n o w  a n d  i c e  i s  r a t h e r  o l d . H i s t o r y  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  t h e  w i fe

o f  H e n r y  Fo r d  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  s u g g e s t  t h i s ,  a n d  t h e  ex p e r i e n c e  w a s  i n  f a c t  t h a t  i t  w o r k e d . W i t h  Au t o S o c k ,  w e

h a v e  t a k e n  a  b a s i c  a n d  s i m p l e  i d e a  a n d  ex t e n d e d  i t . We  h a v e ,  i n  b r i e f ,  l o o k e d  a t  n e w  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  u s i n g

t ex t i l e s  a s  a i d s  f o r  d r i v e r s  w h o  f a c e  u n fo r e s e e n  c h a l l e n g e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  d i f f i c u l t  d r i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  b r o c h u r e  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  r e a d e r  w i t h  s o m e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  p r o c e s s  w e  h a v e  b e e n  t h r o u g h

s o  f a r . We  h a v e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e s o u r c e  g r o u p s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  i n v o l v e d ,  h o w ev e r  i t  h a s  p r i m a r i l y  b e e n

o u r  d e s i r e  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  o b j e c t i v e  o v e r v i e w  o f  h o w  t h e  " o u t s i d e  w o r l d "  i s  ex p e r i e n c i n g  o u r  p r o d u c t . H e n c e  w e

h a v e  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  p r e s s  c l i p p i n g s  f r o m  m a n y  c o u n t r i e s  -  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  t h e  p r e s s  w h i c h  a r e  o f t e n  b a s e d

u p o n  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t e s t s . T h e s e  a r t i c l e s  h a v e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  b y  s o m e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  m o t o r  j o u r n a l s  i n  E u r o p e

a n d  A s i a ,  a n d  w e  a r e  p r o u d  o f  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  o u r  p r o d u c t  h a s  b e e n  g i v e n . We  h a v e  " m o d e s t l y "  c h o s e n  t o  t i t l e

t h i s  b r o c h u r e  " A  g o o d  s t o r y  c a n  n ev e r  b e  t o l d  t o o  o f t e n . . . "

F r o m  i d e a  t o  r e a l i t y
I n  o r d e r  t o  d ev e l o p  o u r  i d e a  i n t o  a  r e a l i t y  w e  c o n v e n e d  a  r e s o u r c e

g r o u p  i n  1 9 9 8 . T h e  g r o u p  c o n s i s t e d  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  a  h i g h  l ev e l  o f  

c o m p e t e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o fe s s i o n a l  f i e l d s  o f  p a t e n t s  a n d  t r a d e m a r k s ,

y a r n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t e x t i l e s  a n d  g a r m e n t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  f r i c t i o n ,  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a u t o m o t i ve p r o d u c t s ,  d e s i g n  a n d  m a r k e t i n g .

A  g r e a t  i d e a !



Pa t e n t s  a n d  t r a d e m a r k s
T h e  O s l o  Pa t e n t  O f f i c e  h a s  p l ay e d  a  c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  f o r m u l a t i n g  t h e  p a t e n t s

a n d  i t s  r e q u i r e m e n t s . Au t o S o c k  h a s  c h o s e n  t o  d ev o t e  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s o u r c e s  t o

p r o t e c t i n g  b o t h  o u r  p r o d u c t  a s  w e l l  a s  o u r  t r a d e m a r k . T h e  p a t e n t  w o r k  h a s

f i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t  e n c o m p a s s e d  g e n e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  f o r m  a n d  f u n c t i o n .



We av i n g  a n d  m a nu fa c t u r i n g
Te l e Tex t i l e  i s  a  N o r we g i a n  t ex t i l e  fa c t o r y  i n  t h e  t ow n  o f  N o t o d d e n . T h ey  h ave  a  m o d e r n  p l a n t  a n d

p o s s e s s  s p e c i a l  ex p e r t i s e  i n  g e o t ex t i l e s  a n d  t h e  we av i n g  o f  s p e c i a l  c a nva s e s  fo r  t e c h n i c a l  

p u r p o s e s . Te l e Tex t i l e  h a s  p r ove d  i t s e l f  t o  b e  a  c o m p e t e n t  a n d  f l ex i b l e  bu s i n e s s  p a r t n e r. T h i s  h a s

m a d e  i t  p o s s i b l e  fo r  Au t o S o ck  t o  p e r fo r m  r e s e a r c h  a n d  ex p e r i m e n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  we av i n g  o f ,  i n

p a r t ,  c o m p l e t e l y  n ew  fa b r i c s . T h e  m a n u fa c t u r i n g  p r o c e s s  i s  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  Au d i m a s  A B ,  t h e

l e a d i n g  t ex t i l e  f a c t o r y  i n  L i t h u a n i a . Te l e Tex t i l e  A S  i s  a  s h a r e h o l d e r  o f  Au t o S o c k  A S .

Ya r n  p r o d u c t i o n
O u r  b u s i n e s s  p a r t n e r  f o r  t h r e a d  a n d  y a r n  i s  t h e  G e r m a n  c o m p a n y  I n v i s t a  ( p r ev i o u s l y  k n o w n

a s  Ko S a  a n d  D u Po n t ) . I n v i s t a  i s  a  g l o b a l  a n d  l e a d i n g  m a n u fa c t u r e r  o f  p o l y e s t e r f i b r e .

O u r  i d e a  h a s  l e d  t o  Au t o S o c k  h a v i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  m o s t  a d v a n c e d  t e c h n o l o g y  i n  t h e  

p r o d u c t i o n  o f  y a r n  f i b r e . T h i s  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  w i l l  b e  c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  d ev e l o p m e n t  

o f  t h e  p r o d u c t . I n v e s t a  i s  a  s h a r e h o l d e r  i n  Au t o S o c k  A S .



C e r t i f i c a t i o n
Au toSock  has  been  app roved  by  t he  Ge r man  TÜV  as  "W in te r -No t fah r -h i l fen " ,

wh i ch  i s  t o  say  as  a  d r i v i ng  a i d  fo r  emergency  cond i t i ons . Th i s  company  i s

v i ewed  as  t he  mos t  advanced  i n  t he  wo r l d  as  r ega rds  t he  t es t i ng  and  app ro -

va l  o f  t hese  t ypes  o f  p roduc t s ,  and  i t  en j oys  w idesp read  recogn i t i on  fa r

beyond  Ge r many ' s  bo rde rs . TÜV  w i l l  a l so  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  t he  t es t  p rog ram

wh i ch  w i l l  be  ca r r i ed  ou t  i n  connec t i on  w i t h  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  Au toSock  fo r

heav i e r  veh i c l es . TÜV  i s  r ega rded  as  a  wo r l d  l ead ing  t es t  and  ce r t i f i ca t i on

body  w i t h  r ega rds  t o  t rac t i on  p roduc t s  on  snow  and  i ce .

F r i c t i o n
K n o w l e d g e  a n d  ex p e r i e n c e  c o n c e r n i n g  f r i c t i o n  h a s  o f  c o u r s e  b e e n  t h e  c e n t r a l  f o c u s  i n  t h e  d ev e -

l o p m e n t  o f  Au t o S o c k . I n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  f i e l d  w e  h a v e  w o r k e d  w i t h  D r . D a g  A n d e r s  M o l d e s t a d  a n d

P r o f e s s o r  S v e i n  L øs e t ,  w h o  w o r k  o n  l a r g e r  p r o j e c t s  r e l a t e d  t o  m e c h a n i c a l  s l i d i n g  f o r

O l y m p i a t o p p e n  a n d  M a d s h u s  S k i . B o t h  o f  t h e m  r e p r e s e n t  s p e c i a l  ex p e r t i s e  c o n c e r n i n g  s n o w,

i c e , w a t e r  a n d  f r i c t i o n . I t  i s  w o r t h  m e n t i o n i n g  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  l ay i n g  t h e  i c e

a t  t h e  V i k i n g  S h i p  A r e n a  a t  G j øv i k  d u r i n g  t h e  W i n t e r  O l y m p i c  G a m e s  i n  L i l l e h a m m e r . 1 0  n e w

w o r l d  r e c o r d s  w e r e  a c h i ev e d . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e y  w e r e  g i v e n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  d ev e l o p i n g  a

s p e c i a l  c o a t i n g  w h i c h  w a s  u s e d  o n  b o a t  h u l l s  d u r i n g  t h e  O l y m p i c s  i n  S y d n e y.
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A n n a  Ø h r e n

A n d e r s  H a n s s e n

E i n a r  H a r e i d e

D e s i g n
T h e  n o t e d  N o r w e g i a n  i n d u s t r i a l  d e s i g n e r  E i n a r  H a r e i d e  w a s  a n  e a r l y

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  r e s o u r c e  g r o u p  f o r  Au t o S o c k . A m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,

H a r e i d e  i s  k n o w n  f o r  b e i n g  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  t h e  m a i n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

b e h i n d  t h e  d ev e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  d e s i g n s  f o r  t h e  l a t e s t  m o d e l s  o f  t h e

S a a b  9 - 5  a n d  S a a b  9 - 3 . A t  p r e s e n t ,  H a r e i d e  i s  t h e  o w n e r  a n d  d r i v i n g

fo r c e  b e h i n d  t h e  d e s i g n  f i r m  n a m e d  D e s i g n m i l l . D e s i g n m i l l  h a s  a d d e d

s i m p l e  a n d  e y e - c a t c h i n g  d e s i g n  e l e m e n t s  t o  Au t o S o c k ,  a n d  t h e  p r o d u c t

c u r r e n t l y  m a k e s  a n  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  b e i n g  b o t h  m o d e r n  a n d  d i s t i n c t .

M a r k e t i n g
Au t o S o c k ' s  g r e a t e s t  c h a l l e n g e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  i s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e m a r k . I n  o r d e r  f o r  u s  t o  b e  s u c c e s s f u l ,  o u r  m a r k e -

t i n g  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  o f  a  t a c t i c a l  o r  a  s t r a t e g i c  n a t u r e ,  m u s t  b e  c o m p r e h e n s i ve  a n d  d i s t i n c t i ve .

We  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  a t t a i n i n g  a  s y n e r g y  b e t w e e n  o u r  va r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  c a n  o n l y  b e  s e c u r e d  t h r o u g h  p r o fe s s i -

o n a l  c o n c e p t u a l  t h i n k i n g . T h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a d ve r t i s i n g  bu r e a u  o f  L ow e  Wo r l d w i d e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  o u r  m a r ke t i n g  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

T h e  c e n t r a l  e l e m e n t  o f  o u r  m a r k e t i n g  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  o u r  p r o d u c t  p ay - o f f : Au t o S o c k  -  b r i n g s  y o u  h o m e !

T h e  i n t e n t  b e h i n d  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  s e n t e n c e  i s  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  a m o n g  t h e  c o n s u m e r s  t h a t  o u r  p r o d u c t  i s  i n d e e d  a  p r a c t i c a l

a i d  w h i c h  h e l p s  i n  s o l v i n g  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  d r i v i n g  o n  r o a d s  c o ve r e d  w i t h  s n o w  a n d  i c e .



G l o b a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  a n d  ex p e r i e n c e
I n  l i g h t  o f  p o s i t i v e  ex p e r i e n c e  i n  E u r o p e ,  Au t o S o c k  w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  i t s  p r e s e n c e

w h e r ev e r  m o t o r i s t s  a r e  ex p e r i e n c i n g  s l i p p e r y  r o a d  c o n d i t i o n s . B a s e d  o n  p o s i t i v e

ex p e r i e n c e  i n  E u r o p e  a n d  i n t e r e s t  i n  J a p a n ,  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  r e p r e s e n t s  a  m a j o r

m a r k e t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  Au t o S o c k . A  l e a d i n g  c o m p e t e n c e  i n  f r i c t i o n  o n  s n o w  a n d  i c e

w i l l  b e  m a n i f e s t e d  a s  l o c a l l y  a d j u s t e d  f r i c t i o n  p r o d u c t s  w o r l d  w i d e .

S a l e s  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n
Au t o S o c k  i s  ex p e r i e n c i n g  a n  o v e r w h e l m i n g  p o s i t i v e  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  t h e  m a r k e t .

F r o m  1 . 5 0 0  p a i r s  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  s e a s o n  o f  2 0 0 1 / 2  s a l e s  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  t o  m o r e

t h a n  1 0 0 . 0 0 0  p a i r s  l a s t  s e a s o n  o f  2 0 0 3 / 4 .

To g e t h e r  w i t h  l e a d i n g  d i s t r i b u t o r s  i n  E u r o p e  Au t o S o c k  i s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  e s t a -

b l i s h i n g  Au t o S o c k  a s  t h e  n e w,  i n n o v a t i v e  a n d  c o n s u m e r  f r i e n d l y  t r a c t i o n  a i d  f o r

a l l  m o t o r i s t s  f a c i n g  d i f f i c u l t  d r i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .



A B O U T  S I N T E F

S I N T E F  ( T h e  F o u n d a t i o n

f o r  S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  I n d u -

s t r i a l  R e s e a r c h  a t  t h e

N o r w e g i a n  I n s t i t u t e  o f

Te c h n o l o g y )  S I N T E F  i s  t h e

l a r g e s t  N o r w e g i a n  r e s e -

a r c h  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d  t h e

4 t h  l a r g e s t  i n  E u r o p e . S I N -

T E F  w a s  f o u n d e d  i n  1 9 5 0

a n d  o r g a n i s e d  n e a r b y  t h e

N o r w e g i a n  U n i v e r s i t y  o f

S c i e n c e  a n d  Te c h n o l o g y  i n

Tr o n d h e i m . Fr o m  a  m o d e s t

s t a r t  S I N T E F  h a s  g r o w n  t o

a p p r ox i m a t e l y  1 8 0 0  r e s e -

a r c h e r s  i n  a  l a r g e  v a r i e t y

o f  f i e l d s ,  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h i n

t e c h n o l o g y.

T h e  R o a d s  a n d  Tr a n s p o r t

r e s e a r c h  g r o u p  w i t h i n  S I N -

T E F  c o n s i s t s  o f  5 0  r e s e a r -

c h e r s  a n d  u n d e r t a k e s

r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  c o n c e r -

n i n g  Tr a f f i c  M a n a g e m e n t ,

Tr a f f i c  S a f e t y,  R o a d  a n d

Tr a n s p o r t  P l a n n i n g ,  Tr a n s -

p o r t  I n f o r m a t i c s  a n d  R o a d

C o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  M a i n -

t e n a n c e .

R E P O R T  S I N T E F

A B O U T  T Ü V

Independent TÜVs (Technischer Überwachungs-

verein, English translation: Technical Inspection

Association) were founded in the 1870s by the

German steam boiler industry. These regional

organisations helped regulate and supervise the

safety of steam installations in the interest of

public safety.

The original TÜV association in Bavaria, founded

over 130 years ago, had 43 industry members

and employed just two safety inspectors. With

advancements in technology, its presence and

capabilities quickly expanded. In the 1900s the

group began working not only with electrically

powered devices but also with passenger elev-

ators, diesel engines, sprinkler systems and

hydroelectric power plants. These inspection 

services further expanded into the transportation

and motor vehicle industries, and later to the

nuclear energy industry. As late as the 1980s, the

TÜV associations (TÜV Bayern being one of the

largest) continued to operate independently in the

federal states of Germany and their activities and

name became synonymous with public safety,

quality and environmental protection.

Deregulation, liberalisation, and harmonisation of

trade practices in Europe in the late 1980s and

early 1990s forced TÜV Bayern, whose activities

were limited to Bavaria, to compete with other

inspection agencies on both a national and interna-

tional level.To meet this challenge, TÜV Bayern joi-

ned forces with other regional TÜVs - TÜV Hessen

and TÜV Sachsen - establishing TÜV Bayern

Holding AG, a holding organisation for technical

safety services. In 1997, TÜV Südwest joined TÜV

Bayern Holding AG, forming TÜV Süddeutschland

Holding AG, the largest of the "TÜVs". Today, TÜV

Süddeutschland Holding AG provides expertise in

more than 70 service areas and employs over

9,000 professionals worldwide. With 110 offices in

Germany and 30 locations around the globe, TÜV

Süddeutschland Holding AG offers its customers

localised services on a global scale.

CERTIFICATE TÜV


